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The Problematic Prophecy Against Tyre — A Dialectic Analysis 
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A Prophecy against Tyre 


Ezekiel Chapter 26 


1) And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that the word of the 
YHVH came unto me, saying: 


2) “Son of man, because Tyre said concerning Jerusalem, “Aha, the gate of the peoples is 
broken; it has swung open to me. I shall be replenished, now that she is laid waste,” 


3) Therefore, thus I L-RD YHVH say: “Behold, I am against thee, O Tyre, and will many 
nations to come up against thee, as the sea causes its waves to come up. 


4) And they shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers: I will also scrape 
her dust from her and make her like the top of a rock. 


5) It shall be in the midst of the sea a place for the spreading of nets, for | L-RD YHVH have 
spoken; And it shall become plunder for the nations. 


6) Also, her daughter villages which are in the fields shall be slain by the sword. Then they 
shall know that lam YHVH .” 


7) For thus says The L-RD YHVH : “Behold, I will bring against Tyre from the north 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses and chariots, and with 
horsemen and many soldiers. 


8) He will slay with the sword your daughter villages in the fields; he will heap up a siege 
mound against you, build a wall against you, and raise shields against you. 


9) He will direct his battering rams against your walls, and with his axes he will break down 
your towers. 


10) Because of the abundance of his horses, their dust will cover you; your walls will shake 
at the noise of the horsemen, the wagons, and the chariots, when he enters your gates, as 
men enter a city that has been breached. 


11) With the hooves of his horses, he will trample all your streets; he will slay your people by 
the sword, and your strong pillars will fall to the ground. 


12) They will plunder your riches and pillage your merchandise; they will break down your 


walls and destroy your pleasant houses; they will lay your stones, your timber, and your 
soil in the midst of the water. 


13) I will put an end to the sound of your songs, and the sound of your harps shall be heard 
no more. 


14) I will make you like the top of a rock; you shall be a place for spreading nets, and you 
shall never be rebuilt, for | YHVH have spoken”, says The L-RD YHVH . 


15) Thus says The L-RD YHVH to Tyre: “Will the coastlands not shake at the sound of your 
fall, when the wounded cry, when slaughter is made in the midst of you? 


16) Then all the princes of the sea will come down from their thrones, lay aside their robes, 
and take off their embroidered garments; they will clothe themselves with trembling; they 
will sit on the ground, tremble every moment, and be astonished at you. 


17) And they will take up a lamentation for you, and say to you: 


“How you have perished, 
O one inhabited by seafaring men, 
O renowned city, 
Who was strong at sea, 
She and her inhabitants, 
Who caused their terror to be on all her inhabitants!” 


18) Now the coastlands tremble on the day of your fall; Yes, the coastlands by the sea are 
troubled at your departure.” 


19) For thus says The L-RD YHVH: “When I make you a desolate city, like cities that are not 
inhabited, when I bring the deep upon you, and great waters cover you, 


20) then I will bring you down with those who descend into the Pit, to the people of old, and I 
will make you dwell in the lowest part of the earth, in places desolate from ancient times, 
with those who go down to the Pit, so that you may never be inhabited; and I shall 
establish glory in the land of the living. 


21) I will make you a terror, and you shall be no more; though you are sought for, you will 
never be found again”, says The L-RD YHVH . 


End of Book of Ezekiel, Chapter 26 


Historical Background: 
What is the book of Ezekiel and What is its importance? 


To fully appreciate the significance of the prophecy in Ezekiel, it is essential to delve into the 
background and context of the book. Who is Ezekiel? What is the significance and worth of the 
book of Ezekiel? These questions and others like them shed light on the relevancy and 
importance of the prophecy. 


The Book of Ezekiel focuses on Ezekiel, a priest and prophet of ancient Israel. Ezekiel lived 
during the 6th century BCE and was among the Jewish exiles taken to Babylon by the King 
Nebuchadnezzar. 


The book is not ordered chronologically, and it primarily focuses on the messages and visions 
received by Ezekiel during his exile. It contains prophecies, visions, symbolic acts, and decrees 
from YHVH. Throughout the book, there is a strong emphasis on divine judgment against 
various nations, the consequences of Israel's transgressions, the devastating destruction of 
Jerusalem, the subsequent exile, and the enduring hope for the restoration of the temple and the 
redemption of the Jewish people 


The book is a part of the Tanakh, and it considered as a part of the Nevi'im (Prophetic 
Writings). The book has a history of controversy, it was considered controversial in ancient 
times. 


Verse-by-Verse Analysis: 


1) And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that the word of the 
YHVH came unto me, saying: 


The prophet Ezekiel narrates how, in the eleventh year on the first day of an unspecified month, 
the Word of YHVH came to him with an announcement. In the Hebrew Calendar, the first day of 
each month, marking the start of a new lunar cycle, is known as Rosh Chodesh. This day carries 
special significance and is observed with extra attention. The fact that the prophecy was received 
on the first day of the month highlights its importance and shows the significance of the message 
being conveyed. 


2) “Son of man, because Tyre said concerning Jerusalem, “Aha, the gate of the peoples is 
broken; it has swung open to me. I shall be replenished, now that she is laid waste,” 


Continuing from the previous verse, the decree of YHVH continues, addressing Ezekiel as the 
"Son of Man." This title emphasizes the significance of the prophecy, as YHVH calls upon His 
chosen and faithful prophet. Through this revelation, YHVH communicates with Ezekiel, 
unveiling that the city of Tyre not only mocked but also rejoiced at the fall of the holy land of 
Jerusalem. The verse indicates that the inhabitants of Tyre believed they would benefit from 
Jerusalem's destruction, as evidenced by their statement, "I shall be replenished, now that she is 
laid waste." Tyre anticipated reaping gains from the devastation by attracting the numerous 
traders who used to conduct business in Jerusalem. 


3) Therefore, thus I L-RD YHVH say: “Behold, Iam against thee, O Tyre, and will many 
nations to come up against thee, as the sea causes its waves to come up. 


Continuing from the previous verse, the decree of YHVH continues, here the name of The L-RD 
is specifically [7}7? °178] or [Adnai YHVH]. This is significant because the divine names are used 
in various ways throughout the Old Testament, and different names signify different roles and 
attributes of The L-RD in specific contexts. Here it emphasizes that The L-RD is the true 
authority and sovereign who will deliver punishment and reckoning. 


YHVH begins to proclaim His decree of divine judgment against the inhabitants of Tyre. he city, 
known for its arrogance, will now succumb to destruction as many nations rise against it. 
Symbolically, just as the waves of the sea relentlessly rise against the rocks, eroding and wearing 
them away, this same fate is implied to await Tyre in the future. 


4) And they shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers: I will also scrape 
her dust from her and make her like the top of a rock. 


More details are revealed about the destruction of Tyre, employing symbolic language with 
interesting nuance. The passage shows Tyre as a city fortified with walls and notable towers. 


There is wordplay involving the term "dust," which can symbolize insignificance or ruin. In this 
context, it emphasizes the utter annihilation and reduction of Tyre to a state of complete ruin. 


The verse "I will scrape her dust from her" indicates that Tyre is already regarded as insignificant 
as "dust" in the eyes of YHVH. This imagery emphasizes the city's lack of significance. The 
mention of Tyre's dust being removed can be interpreted in two ways: 


First, it signifies the complete removal of Tyre from the Earth, not even leaving behind its pitiful 
state. Instead, Tyre will be reduced to a desolate place resembling the top of a barren rock, 
utterly destroyed. 


Second it symbolizes the wiping away of Tyre's foundations, including its economic and social 
strength, leaving it devoid of any substantial standing. 


The wordplay continues with Tyre returning to its original state as a barren rock. The name 
"Tyre" is derived from the Hebrew word "71x" (Tzor), which is believed to have originated from 
the word "71x" (tsur), meaning "rock" or "stone." 


Since it was built on a bare rock in the midst of the sea, when it is demolished and its earth is 
uprooted and thrown into the sea, leaving behind only bare rock, it will return back to its original 
State. 


Historical Background: 


What was the city of Tyre? Where was it located? What did it look like? 


It is important to provide historically accurate information about the City of Tyre as we continue 
with the prophecy, we need to know what the city was like during the time of Ezekiel, as it 
underwent changes in the future, ignorance of such knowledge has led to misconceptions about 
the city's appearance, economic standing, and military capability. 


The biblical city of Tyre during the times of biblical Ezekiel was a bustling trade center located 
northwest of Israel and was a settlement on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. As noted by 
Ezekiel, specifically 27:3, Tyre was situated ‘in the midst of the sea’; a description also attested 
by Egyptian, Assyrian, Hebrew, and Greek sources of antiquity [1]. A picture of tribute leaving 
Tyre for Shalmaneser III's palace can also be seen in this bronze artifact [2], which depicts the 
tribute departing from the fortified island city, providing evidence of its existence. 
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Figure 1: Main Tyre, Where the Main Temple was - Before Alexander's Invasion [2] 
Additionally, there is intertextual evidence within the book of Ezekiel supporting the view that 


the fortified city of Tyre mentioned in Ezekiel 26 was indeed an island settlement. This evidence 
will be discussed and analyzed in subsequent sections. 


Continuation: 


5) It shall be in the midst of the sea a place for the spreading of nets, for I L-RD YHVH 
have spoken; And it shall become plunder for the nations. 


Tyre is depicted as a location in the middle of the sea where fishing nets will be spread, 
symbolizing its decline from a prosperous trading power to a humiliated and diminished nation. 
As we discussed earlier, the phrase "in the midst of the sea" used in Ezekiel 27 provides insight 
into Tyre's geographical position as a city situated in the sea. This description would be illogical 
if it referred to Old Tyre, which was the mainland settlement. How could they become a place in 
the middle of the sea where fishing nets are spread? Nations reliant on the sea for fishing and 
other resources do not solely depend on the shoreline; they rely on the actual sea for valuable 
materials and a bountiful catch, which is used for trade at marketplaces. 


The passage also indicates that Tyre will become a vulnerable nation, susceptible to plunder by 
other nations. It foretells Tyre constantly being raided and looted, leading to its decreed 
humiliation. 


6) Also, her daughter villages which are in the fields shall be slain by the sword. Then they 
shall know that lam YHVH .” 


This passage provides additional details about the impending destruction of Tyre. The mention of 
"daughter villages" suggests that it refers to Tyre's settlements located on the mainland. The use 
of the Hebrew word "nyziv" (sadeh), which conveys the idea of open fields and cultivated land, 
implies that Tyre possessed agricultural lands on the mainland. It would be very unlikely for 

such fields to exist within the limited space of the island settlement. This supports the 
interpretation that the "daughter villages" mentioned in the verse are referring to Tyre's mainland 
settlements. 


The inhabitants of these settlements will be slain by the sword, and no exceptions are mentioned 
for anyone. The phrase "Then they shall know that Iam YHVH" serves two purposes: 


Firstly, it indicates that no mercy will be shown, as the intention of the L-RD is to make a lasting 
impression by using the city of Tyre as an example for other nations. 


Secondly, the specific use of the divine name YHVH emphasizes His sovereignty and asserts His 
status as the true deity and L-RD of Israel, who will use Tyre as an example to demonstrate His 
power and authority. 


7) For thus says The L-RD YHVH: “Behold, I will bring against Tyre from the north 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses and chariots, and with 
horsemen and many soldiers. 


Here, the symbolic language in Ezekiel 26:7-11 refers to what is implied to be Main Tyre, 
including its daughter villages such as Ushu, Burj, Rachidiyeh, and Cana [3]. The verse employs 
the Divine Name [772 °]78] or [Adnai YHVH], emphasizing that The L-RD is determined to 


fulfill His promise. The mention of the north is symbolic, representing power, and serves as a 
metaphor for the formidable military force of Nebuchadnezzar. While Tyre was geographically 
located to the west of Babylon, an attack from the north would be seen as a potent image of 
Nebuchadnezzar's mighty army. 


Many ancient mythological texts and royal inscriptions from Mesopotamia, such as the Enuma 
Elish and annals of Assyrian kings and other cultural texts, often depict conquering or ruling 
from the north as a symbol of authority, this might be the why the North was mentioned in the 
passage. 


In the Tanakh, Nebuchadnezzar is portrayed as an instrument of YHVH_'s wrath and an agent of 
divine judgment. He is described as coming to destroy the Tyre as a whole (island and mainland 
settlements), employing warhorses, wagons, chariots, and horses to slay the people. 


Verses in the Old Testament that attest to Nebuchadnezzar being YHVH 's agent of 
judgment can be found in: 


Jeremiah 25:9, Jeremiah 27:6, Jeremiah 21:7, 2 Kings 24:1 and Ezekiel 29:17-20 


8) He will slay with the sword your daughter villages in the fields; he will heap up a siege 
mound against you, build a wall against you, and raise shields against you. 


This passage provides further details regarding Nebuchadnezzar's assault on Tyre. It reiterates 
that the soldiers will slay the settlements of Tyre on the mainland, emphasizing the certainty of 
their destruction. The repetition serves as a guarantee of the impending devastation. The passage 
then mentions that Nebuchadnezzar's army will begin to besiege what is implied to be the island 
settlement of Tyre. 


Based on historical data, the mentioned siege in the passage is believed to pertain to the island 
settlement of Tyre. This is because a 13-year siege on the mainland settlement would have been 
improbable, considering that Tyre would not have been able to withstand a land assault from the 
superior Babylonian army, given their overwhelming manpower. However, if the siege targeted 
the island settlement, the Tyrians could have successfully defended themselves for that duration 
by relying on their superior fleet and advantageous terrain and fortifications. They would have 
been able to repel invaders and receive supplies from the shores of their other colonies. 


9) He will direct his battering rams against your walls, and with his axes he will break 
down your towers. 


This passage is somewhat ambiguous in terms of the specific part of Tyre being referred to. 
However, there is evidence that supports the interpretation that it pertains to the island portion of 
Tyre. The island settlement was the more prominent and fortified section of the city, renowned 
for its strong walls and maritime power, as described by ancient historians like Herodotus. In 
contrast, the mainland settlement was comparatively less fortified and more susceptible to 
attacks. This interpretation is supported by various sources, such as [4], which states: 


"... Tyre became very wealthy, and the island portion of the city over time became heavily 
fortified. The city on the mainland was the secondary part of the city and primarily served to 
supply the island with water and provisions. One can consider the mainland portion of the city 
as the 'suburbs,' while the island was the residence of the wealthy and noble individuals. The 
island also served as the city's religious center and the primary hub for trade and commerce." 


This suggests that the island settlement held greater significance, defensive capabilities, and 
socioeconomic importance within Tyre, while the mainland settlement played a supporting role. 


No matter how formidable the fortifications and towers of Tyre were, the mention of axes 
emphasizes their eventual downfall at the hands of the overwhelming Babylonian forces. Axes, 
renowned for their destructive power, symbolize the superiority of the Babylonian army and their 
ability to overcome even the strongest defenses. Axes were frequently utilized in ancient warfare 
to breach city walls and dismantle fortifications, especially when they were predominantly 
constructed of wood. 


10) Because of the abundance of his horses, their dust will cover you; your walls will shake 
at the noise of the horsemen, the wagons, and the chariots, when he enters your gates, as 
men enter a city that has been breached. 


This passage provides further details of the impending siege by Nebuchadnezzar, describing how 
the fortified walls of Tyre will be breached and how fear will grip its inhabitants upon hearing 
the sounds of the mighty army attacking and breaking through. 


The imagery of dust covering Tyre symbolizes the complete destruction of the city. Then the 
entrance of the Babylonians into the city is depicted, and they enter as victors, this reinforces the 
idea that the prophecy will be fulfilled as decreed, with the utter destruction of Tyre. 


11) With the hooves of his horses, he will trample all your streets; he will slay your people by 
the sword, and your strong pillars will fall to the ground. 


This verse suggests that after the city has been breached, all its inhabitants will be put to the 
sword. The mention of "your strong pillars will fall to the ground" is likely a reference to the 
renowned Temple of Melqart, located on the island of Tyre. This further supports the 
interpretation that the passage refers to the island settlement. 


Historical Background: 
What was the Temple of Melgqart? What did it look like? 


The Temple of Melgart was dedicated to the Phoenician chief god of the Tyrians, Melqart, who 
equivalently known as Heracles by the Greeks. The temple was designed to be very grand. 


Herodotus reports the following in [5]: 


“T took ship for Tyre in Phoenicia, where I had learned by inquiry that there was a holy temple 
of Heracles. There I saw it, richly equipped with many other offerings, besides two pillars, one of 
refined gold, one of emerald: a great pillar that shone at night.” 


Figure 2: Worn out Phoenician Temple 


The temple was located on the island, as shown in Figure 1. This is further supported by 
historical information, such as details found in the Anabasis of Alexander written by Arrian of 


Nicomedia [6]. 


Chapter XVI 
The Worship of Heracles in Tyre.—The Tyrians Refuse to Admit Alexander. 


“... The reason of this demand was, that in Tyre there existed a temple of Heracles... To this 
Tyrian Heracles, Alexander said he wished to offer sacrifice. But when this message was brought 
to Tyre by the ambassadors, the people passed a decree to obey any other command of 
Alexander, but not to admit into the city any Persian or Macedonian; thinking that under the 
existing circumstances, this was the most specious answer, and that it would be the safest course 
for them to pursue in reference to the issue of the war, which was still uncertain. When the 
answer from Tyre was brought to Alexander, he sent the ambassadors back in a rage. He then 
summoned a council of his Companions and the leaders of his army, together with the captains 
of infantry and cavalry, and spoke as follows... 


[He gives a speech]... 


By this speech he easily persuaded his officers to make an attempt upon Tyre. Moreover, he was 
encouraged by a divine admonition, for that very night in his sleep he seemed to be approaching 
the Tyrian walls, and Heracles seemed to take him by the right hand and lead him up into the 
city. This was interpreted by Aristander to mean that Tyre would be taken with labour, because 
the deeds of Heracles were accomplished with labour. Certainly, the siege of Tyre appeared to be 
a great enterprise; for the city was an island and fortified all round with lofty walls. 
Moreover, naval operations seemed at that time more favourable to the Tyrians, both because the 
Persians still possessed the sovereignty of the sea, and many ships were still remaining with the 
citizens themselves..,” 


What the records reveal is that the Tyre mentioned in Ezekiel 26, characterized by its lofty walls 
and famous pillars, was the island settlement where the temple of Melqart (Heracles) was 
located. 


12) They will plunder your riches and pillage your merchandise; they will break down your 
walls and destroy your pleasant houses; they will lay your stones, your timber, and your 
soil in the midst of the water. 


This passage further describes the actions that the forces of Nebuchadnezzar will undertake 
against Tyre. They will demolish the lofty walls and destroy the pleasant houses, which likely 
refers to the aristocracy and elites of Tyre who reside on the island in their luxurious homes. 
Therefore, this is likely a reference to the destruction of that part of the city. The passage also 
depicts the severe destruction brought upon the city by the L-RD, where its stones, timber, and 
even soil will be cast into the midst of the water, likely referring to the surrounding waters of the 
island. 


13) I will put an end to the sound of your songs, and the sound of your harps shall be heard 
no more. 


As a prominent Phoenician city, Tyre boasted a rich cultural heritage encompassing music, song, 
and various forms of artistic expression. However, with Nebuchadnezzar's attack and 
destruction, Tyre is foretold to be reduced to a desolate ruin, devoid of its former glory. The 
passage emphasizes the cessation of songs, which signifies the end of festivities and joy in the 
city, forever. This verse holds significant importance as it reflects the divine decree of judgment 
from The L-RD and the severity of his punishment. 


14) I will make you like the top of a rock; you shall be a place for spreading nets, and you 
shall never be rebuilt, for 1 YHVH have spoken”, says The L-RD YHVH. 


This passage declares the utter devastation and permanent destruction that will befall the city of 
Tyre. It emphasizes that the city will never be rebuilt. The name of the L-RD is mentioned 
twice: once as the L-RD of Israel [YHVH] and once as [Adnai YHVH], to reinforce and show 
His authority and that he will deliver divine judgement and that there should be no doubt over 
this decree. 


15) Thus says The L-RD YHVH to Tyre: “Will the coastlands not shake at the sound of your 
fall, when the wounded cry, when slaughter is made in the midst of you? 


This passage signifies the lamentations of the coastal nations and cities over the downfall of 
Tyre, a once thriving and prosperous nation. It portrays the event as a tragic occurrence that will 
incur grief and sorrow. 


16) Then all the princes of the sea will come down from their thrones, lay aside their robes, 
and take off their embroidered garments; they will clothe themselves with trembling; they 
will sit on the ground, tremble every moment, and be astonished at you. 


This verse portrays the reaction of the rulers and princes from other coastal nations as they 
witness the destruction of Tyre. They are deeply affected by the devastation and respond by 
humbling themselves, shedding their luxurious attire, and expressing fear and astonishment. The 
verse highlights the shocking and profound impact of Tyre's downfall. 


17) And they will take up a lamentation for you, and say to you: 


“How you have perished, 

O one inhabited by seafaring men, 

O renowned city, 

Who was strong at sea, 

She and her inhabitants, 

Who caused their terror to be on all her inhabitants!” 


This verse symbolically depicts the lamentation and fate of Tyre. It highlights the former 
reputation of Tyre as a powerful nation both militarily and economically, which was 
known for instilling fear in all who “inhabited” the [Mediterranean] seas. 


18) Now the coastlands tremble on the day of your fall; Yes, the coastlands by the sea are 
troubled at your departure. 


This passage portrays the coastlands trembling and being troubled by Tyre's downfall, suggesting 
that the news of Tyre's demise spreads far and wide, causing a sense of unease and concern 
among the neighboring coastal territories. It emphasizes the significant impact that would be 
from Tyre's fall, extending beyond borders. 


19-20) For thus says The L-RD YHVH: “When I make you a desolate city, like cities that are 
not inhabited, when I bring the deep upon you, and great waters cover you, then I will 
bring you down with those who descend into the Pit, to the people of old, and I will make 
you dwell in the lowest part of the earth, in places desolate from ancient times, with those 
who go down to the Pit, so that you may never be inhabited; and I shall establish glory in 
the land of the living. 


These two passages show that the city will become desolate and uninhabited, and the "great 
waters will cover" it, which is symbolic language for destruction and despair. The mention of the 
Pit here refers to Sheol or the land of the dead. The L-RD is decreeing that Tyre will be wiped 
from existence and forgotten like the people of old. 


21) I will make you a terror, and you shall be no more; though you are sought for, you will 
never be found again”, says The L-RD YHVH. 


This final passage is a declaration by The L-RD that Tyre will become an example of fear for 
other nations. People will remember it, but it will never be found again. 


End 


The Problems Regarding The Prophecy’s Fulfillment 
What we can explicitly derive from the prophecy is the following: 


e The mainland settlements and the island city of Tyre were decreed by the L-RD to face 
utter destruction through Nebuchadnezzar (v.3-6). 

e The island of Tyre in the "midst of the sea" would be scraped like rock and never be 
rebuilt (v.4-5, 21) 

e The pillars of Tyre, representing Melqart, and its resources would be thrown into the 
water (v.11-12) 

e Nebuchadnezzar would cause merciless slaughter and the destruction of buildings as they 
breached the city walls as victors (v. 7-12) 

e Nebuchadnezzar would receive spoils of war as compensation for his army (v.12). 

e The city's songs would cease forever (v. 13). 

e It would never be inhabited again (v.19-20) 

e Tyre would become economically ruined, never to recover (v.5, 14, 17) 

e The prophecy serves as a powerful deterrent to other mighty cities, instilling fear and 
compelling them to recognize the authority and sovereignty of the L-RD (v. 6, 15-16) 


But how many of these prophesied events came true? Let's examine the historical records and 
assess the fulfillment of these prophecies. 


Was Tyre Destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar? 


The historical records indicate that Nebuchadnezzar did not completely destroy Tyre and reduce 
it to desolation, as prophesied. Historical sources, including Josephus, provide an account of the 
siege of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar that differs from the fulfillment of the divine judgment 
described in the prophecy. Josephus describes the siege, and it is evident from his account, that 
Tyre continued to exist after enduring a thirteen-year siege. In his work "Against Apion," Book 
1, Josephus states the following: 


"... Nebuchadnezzar besieged Tyre for thirteen years, in the days of Ithobal, their King. After 
him reigned Baal, ten years. After him were Judges appointed, who judged the people...." 


Tyre survived the siege and continued to exist as a vassal state [7], with subsequent rulers such 
as Baal II. After him, an oligarchic government which was ruled by the Shoftim of Tyre was 
established. Monarchy later returned under the reign of Hiram III before the capture of Tyre by 
the Persians. 


What is evident is that Tyre was not utterly destroyed and transformed into a permanently 
desolate and uninhabited land. This is supported by Ezekiel 29, which states that 
Nebuchadnezzar's siege attempt did not yield any advantage for him. This suggests that the siege 
either ended with Nebuchadnezzar abandoning his efforts and Tyre emerging victorious, or that 
Nebuchadnezzar negotiated a treaty with the city, favoring the Babylonians. The latter scenario 
appears more likely, as historical records indicate that Tyre became a vassal state afterwards. 


Did Nebuchadnezzar Receive Spoils of War and What was the Outcome of the 
Siege? 


A Problem with Ezekiel 29:17-20 


17-20) “And it came to pass in the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of 
the month, that the word of The L-RD came to me, saying, “Son of man, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused his army to labor strenuously against Tyre; 
every head was made bald, and every shoulder rubbed raw; yet neither he nor his 
army received wages from Tyre, for the labor which they expended on it. Therefore, 
thus says The L-RD L-RD: ‘Surely, I will give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon; he shall take away her wealth, carry off her spoil, and remove her 
pillage; and that will be the wages for his army. 7° I have given him the land of Egypt 
for his labor, because they worked for Me,’ says The L-RD YHVH. 


This passage raises doubts regarding the fulfillment of the prophecy concerning the destruction 
of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar. It suggests that Nebuchadnezzar's forces failed to achieve their 
objective of entering the city, demolishing its walls, and killing its inhabitants. Historical 
evidence strengthens this notion, as the great pillars of Melqart remained standing during the 
siege and afterwards, a fact validated by Alexander the Great, when he requested to visit the 
temple during his era. 


The spoils of a city are considered the payment for those who conquer it. 


Nebuchadnezzar and his army did not receive their payment (v.12) since the city withstood their 
attack. Consequently, The L-RD promised the Israelites Egypt instead of Tyre. But the promise 
regarding Egypt is also problematic when considering Ezekiel 29:11, which states: 


"No human foot shall pass through it, and no animal foot shall pass through it; it shall be 
uninhabited forty years. I will make the land of Egypt a desolation among desolated countries; 
and her cities shall be a desolation forty years among cities that are laid waste. I will scatter the 
Egyptians among the nations and disperse them among the countries." 


A problem arises from the fact that despite Nebuchadnezzar's attack on Egypt with the assistance 
of Apries in 567 BCE, the land was not destroyed. Nebuchadnezzar's efforts failed to achieve the 
goal of total desolation. Amasis, who became the king of Egypt in 570 BCE, enjoyed a reign 
characterized by relative peace and prosperity, lasting over four decades [8], which contradicts 
Ezekiel 29:11. But this is a separate issue, and does not directly relate to the prophecy of Tyre. 


However, it does raise a relevant question: 


Did the L-RD change His mind? Initially, Tyre was decreed to be looted and conquered by 
Nebuchadnezzar, but this did not come to pass. Instead, the L-RD decreed that Nebuchadnezzar 
would receive loot from Egypt as a reward for his efforts of the inconclusive siege against Tyre. 
But if God can abrogate one decree, he can logically abrogate any of them, could this threaten 
the idea of certain concepts like an eternal covenant? 


Was Tyrian Economy Permanently Reduced to Ruins? 


Tyre continued to be an economically stable city for centuries to come afterwards, it was 
not desolate, uninhabited, or ruined. 


After Alexander the Great's destruction of Tyre and his death in 324 BCE, Tyre experienced 
frequent changes in ownership. In 198 BCE, the Seleucid Empire invaded Tyre and annexed it, 
although Tyre maintained a significant level of independence. During that time, Tyre minted its 
own coins and prospered through trade on the Mediterranean networks of the Silk Road. 


In 126 BCE, Tyre regained full independence as the Seleucid Empire's dominance weakened due 
to succession crises. Tyrian commerce flourished, and Tyrian coins became widely used in the 
region. In 64 BCE, the Romans took control of Tyre as a colony when Pompey the Great 
annexed Phoenicia. Under Roman rule, Tyre was rebuilt and became a prosperous city. 
However, its decline began after the fall of the Roman Empire. 


In fact the Tyrian Shekel was used so widely in the ancient times that it is referred to in the 
New Testament! [9] 


Throughout history, Tyre changed hands multiple times. It was controlled by Christian 
Crusaders in 1124 and played a crucial role in trade and defense during that time. The city was 
later captured by the Muslim Mamluk Sultanate in 1291. 


In 1516, Tyre became part of the Ottoman Empire until 1918 when it joined the Arab Kingdom 
of Syria after the Arab Revolt. In modern times, Tyre relies heavily on tourism and has been the 
site of ongoing archaeological excavations since 1946. The city's economy now revolves 
primarily around tourism and the fishing industry, with less emphasis on its historical crafts and 
industries. - Sources [10], [11] 


Now these points raise the following problem: 
The history of Tyre contradicts the prophecy, that suggested that it would be reduced to a place 


where only fishnets would be spread, never to be rebuilt. Instead, Tyre throughout history 
experienced periods of prosperity and decline, which goes against the prophecy in Ezekiel 26. 


Addressing some Objections: 
Regarding the notion that the prophecy was fulfilled by Alexander 


1) Alexander did not topple the pillars of Melqart as the prophecy indicated, nor did he 
permanently silence the city or make it uninhabited and permanently desolate. Hence, this 
prophecy remains unfulfilled, as completing only parts of a prophecy does not constitute 
fulfillment of the entire prophecy. 


2) It is often proposed that Ezekiel combines references to the near future, characterized by the 
use of "he" pronouns, referring to Nebuchadnezzar, and references to the distant future, 
characterized by the use of "they" pronouns, referring to Alexander's army. Supporters of this 
viewpoint interpret the mention of "many nations" attacking the city as a reference to Alexander, 
as his troops consisted of soldiers from various nations. They also point to the switch from 
singular to plural verb forms as evidence for this interpretation. However, there are two reasons 
why this interpretation is problematic. 


Firstly, the plural verbs in verse 12 are a continuation of what Nebuchadnezzar's army will do. 
Verse 10 mentions "their horses," which refers to Nebuchadnezzar's horses, as established in 
verse 7. 


Secondly, the idea that "many nations" refers to Alexander's army is not explicitly stated in the 
text. The rationale that it must be Alexander is unfounded. Why should Nebuchadnezzar be 
ignored? The use of "they" pronouns and the reference to "many nations" in verses 3-4 align 
more naturally with Nebuchadnezzar's status as the "king of kings" (v. 7) and the fact that his 
army consisted of troops from various kingdoms. The status of Nebuchadnezzar as King of 
Kings is also affirmed in Daniel 2:37-38. 


The structure of the prophecy (vv. 3-14) indicates a judgment announced in verses 3-6, with the 
focus on the L-RD raising up an enemy against Tyre who will turn it into bare rock. Verse 14 
concludes with a decree about Tyre's destruction through his agent Nebuchadnezzar who will 
turn the city into bare rock. Within this structure, the L-RD emphasizes Nebuchadnezzar as his 
instrument of judgment (vv. 7-12), indicating that he IS the agent mentioned in the prophecy. 


This objection also lacks coherence when one considers Ezekiel 29:17-20, as this objection 


directly contradicts the content of that chapter, which addresses Nebuchadnezzar as the agent 
who failed to the siege. 


A Rabbinic Objection to Tyre Being Rebuilt 


The Jewish Midrashic Expert Radak states: 
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“...Furthermore, the city that is built today called Tyre is on land by the sea because ancient 
Tyre is in the sea and is arid rock...” [Ezekiel 26:14] 


An objection can be raised that the island of Tyre was never rebuilt. Instead, it was the mainland 
settlements that were reconstructed and referred to as Tyre in the future. This understanding has 
several problems. It fails to explain how the rebuilding of Tyre is even a possibility, given the 
clear divine decree of eternal destruction pronounced upon the island of Tyre (v.14, 20-21). 


The claim also lacks support from scripture itself, as neither the interpretational method of 
Peshat nor the method of Remez provide backing for this view. This objection is merely a 
statement without substantial evidence, as it is based solely on how historical events unfolded. 


Additionally, after Alexander's siege, how can we differentiate between Island Tyre and 
Mainland Tyre? Alexander constructed a sedimentary causeway that connected both parts. Over 
time, natural phenomena further deposited sediment, permanently linking the island to the 
mainland. Consequently, Tyre was no longer considered an island but a unified piece of land. So, 
when future nations that colonized rebuilt Tyre, would their rebuilding on the unified land, be 
considered as rebuilding on the island of Tyre? This question remains unanswered. 


Furthermore, how does this objection account for the commercial fluctuations that Tyre 
experienced as a nation throughout history, following its destruction? The Tyrian shekel thrived 
in the region during Roman rule. As we discussed earlier, the currency was widespread, and this 
is a proof that Tyrian economy was rebuilt, albeit not reaching the heights it enjoyed during the 
golden age of the Phoenician period. 


These unanswered questions add to the complexity and unresolved nature of this prophecy, 
Rather than providing a solution to the problem, this objection raises more issues. 


Regarding The Notion That This is Like The Prophecy of Jonah 


There is a perspective that classifies prophecies into different categories, particularly normative 
prophecies, and prophecies of destruction. It is worth noting that there is limited substantial 
evidence from Jewish sources supporting this distinction. However, personally, I find it 
reasonable to entertain such a categorization. According to this belief, prophecies of destruction 
are not set in stone and have the potential to be changed through the concept of the "gates of 
repentance.” 


The "gates of repentance" signifies L-RD's openness to hear prayers and grant forgiveness, 
suggesting that human actions and repentance can impact the fulfillment of prophecies. This is 
proven from Jeremiah 18:7-8 where it states the following: 


At one moment I may decree that a nation or a kingdom shall be uprooted and pulled down and 
destroyed; but if that nation against which I made the decree turns back from its wickedness, I 
change My mind concerning the punishment I planned to bring on it. 


The story of Jonah serves as an example of such, where the impending destruction of Nineveh 
[Jonah 3:4] was averted when the people repented and sought forgiveness [Jonah 3:5-10], 
leading to the overturning of the decree of destruction. This was made possible because the 
people of Nineveh repented and faithfully heeded the warning of Jonah’s call, returning to 
obedience of The L-RD's commands. 


The Jewish Midrashic Expert Rashi states: 


nw wawn NIDA] °D NIN] WX X21) naw) .nDpAI 
Twn wy? ox) NIM AAW? wy? X? ox JID) yA MNw) 


WY Ww? AYN ID|MW NP MP] WAN YY NDT IN 


("IT WT ADWwN 


“Overturned. Destroyed. (And it did not say "destroyed" because "overturned" serves as two 
purposes, bad and good. If they do not repent, they will be destroyed. But if they repent, then it 
will be overturned. This applies to the people of Nineveh, as they changed from evil to good and 
did repent - the commentary of Rabbi Akiva)." [Jonah 3:4] 


On the other hand, it is important to note that Tyre was a pagan city and did not follow the Jewish beliefs. 
The city continued to worship multiple gods, and the mention of the "great pillars of Tyre" (v.11- 
12) likely refers to the Temple of Melqart (Heracles), which remained intact during the reigns of 
both Nebuchadnezzar and Alexander. As previously mentioned, Alexander sought to pray at the 
temple, but he was denied by the Tyrian chiefs, highlighting the city's devotion to pagan 
customs. 


Given the clear evidence of Tyrian disbelief and their adherence to pagan practices, it is not 
logical to assume that they would be eligible to have the decree of destruction overturned 
through repentance and obedience to The L-RD, as they were pagans. 


On the contrary, there are explicit reasons to believe that it would be fulfilled, as indicated through 
Ezekiel 28: 


28 The word of the L-RD came to me: “Son of man, say to the ruler of Tyre, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign L-RD says: 


“In the pride of your heart 
you say, “Iam a God; 

I sit on the throne of a God 
in the heart of the seas.” 

But you are a mere mortal and not a God, 
though you think you are as wise as a God... 


“.No longer will the people of Israel have malicious neighbors who are painful briers and sharp 
thorns..... they will live in safety when I inflict punishment on all their neighbors who maligned 
them. Then they will know that I am the L-RD their L-RD.” 


Why wouldn't Tyre be destroyed for blasphemy, extreme arrogance, and their implied mistreatment 
of the Jewish nation? These actions and attitudes exhibited by the Tyrians provide valid reasons for 
the prophecy of destruction to be fulfilled. 


Regarding The Notion That This is a Prophecy of Dual Fulfillment 


There is a view that this prophecy can have a dual fulfillment, implying that it can be fulfilled by 
two different individuals. For the prophecy against Tyre, some suggest that both Nebuchadnezzar 
and Alexander the Great were the ones who fulfilled it. Proponents of this view often point to the 
use of "he" vs. "they" pronouns as support. However, we have presented evidence to challenge 
this perspective. Nevertheless, it is important to address the issues associated with the concept of 
dual fulfillment. 


The concept of dual fulfillment can indeed be interpreted as an attempt to retroactively align 
historical events with prophetic texts, potentially to address what may seem like unfulfilled 
prophecies. In the case of Ezekiel's prophecy against Tyre, it is reasonable to consider that 
contemporaries of Ezekiel would have understood the prophecy to refer specifically to 
Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Kings, and his mighty forces consisting of various nations. In the 
case of the prophecy against Tyre, the notion of dual fulfillment overlooks Ezekiel 29:17-20 as 
this shows there is only one agent who was expected to do the job. 


The idea of dual fulfillment is also subjective, and different commentators may propose different 
individuals as candidates to fulfill the prophecy, and hence it lacks objectivity, since there is no 
criteria to determine who actually are the candidates. 


Moreover, if we accept the concept of dual fulfillment without a compelling reason to do so, 
especially in the absence of a classical rabbinic view endorsing it, then we open the door to 
applying this same logic to other prophecies. For example, some argue that Isaiah 42 refers to 
Muhammad, and there are indeed numerous arguments supporting this claim, but now they can 
argue this with very strong conviction. Similarly, Isaiah 53 or the Song of Solomon could be 
interpreted with equal conviction as referring to Muhammad. Now, many Christians and Jews 
would not accept this interpretation, but why? Can’t there be dual fulfillment? 


The issue extends beyond the use of "Muhammad." If we entertain the notion of dual fulfillment, 
why limit it to a specific figure? Why couldn't it also apply to just figures like Guru Nanak, King 
Louis XI, Salahuddin, and many others? 


And why limit ourselves to only two fulfillments? Why not consider the possibility of three or 
even four fulfillments of the prophecy? The choice to restrict it to just two instances seems 
arbitrary and raises questions about the consistency and applicability of the idea. As already 
stated, there is a lack of clear criteria for determining the two candidates for fulfillment, and it 
appears that they are chosen based on how the historical events actually unfolded. 


With all the reasons listed above, it becomes evident that the use of dual fulfillment as an 
interpretive approach is flawed and raises more questions than it answers.. 


Biblical Corruption and Transmission, Demonstrated through Isaiah 23:15-18 


You might think that the problems encountered so far were exclusive to the book of Ezekiel, but 
issues also arise in the book of Isaiah, on this same topic! This raises a larger concern regarding 
the reliability of the Tanakh. 


The prophet Isaiah, who lived centuries earlier than Ezekiel, reveals a decree from The L-RD 
that Tyre will be destroyed, and the coastal cities of Cyprus and Sidon will be impacted and will 
lament over its destruction. 


Isaiah 23:15-18 states: 


15) “From that day Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years, the lifetime of one king. At the 
end of seventy years, it will happen to Tyre as in the song about the prostitute: 


16) Take a harp; 
go about the city, 
you forgotten prostitute! 
Make sweet melody; 
sing many songs, 
that you may be remembered. 


17) At the end of seventy years, The L-RD will visit Tyre, and she will return to her trade 
and will prostitute herself with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth. 


18) “Her merchandise and her wages will be dedicated to The L-RD; her profit will not be 
stored or hoarded, but her merchandise will supply abundant food and fine clothing for 
those who live in the presence of The L-RD.”’ 


This prophecy in Isaiah 23 poses some challenges when compared to the explicit descriptions 
found in Ezekiel. In Ezekiel's account, The L-RD decrees the permanent destruction of Tyre, 
stating that it would be completely forgotten, sent to the depths of Sheol as a ruin, and 
transformed into a desolate and barren rock. The imagery of the harps never being played again 
symbolizes the end of festivities and joy, while the spreading of fishnets symbolizes severe 
economic decline, ultimately leading to the irreversible collapse of Tyre. 


Line by Line Analysis of Isaiah 23:15-18: 


Isaiah 23:15 inaccurately states that Tyre will be forgotten for 70 years. Historically, this 
statement is not true and there is no evidence of Tyre being forgotten after for such a period. 
Ezekiel 29 shows that the siege was inconclusive. Moreover, this statement clashes with the 
passages in Ezekiel that declare Tyre will be forgotten forever (v. 20-21). 


Isaiah 23:16 portrays Tyre attempting to regain its former glory, likening it to a forgotten harlot 
using sweet melodies to attract old customers. However, this poses a problem as Ezekiel stated 
that the harps would be silenced forever (v. 13). This clash between the two divinely inspired 
prophecies from the same L-RD creates a contradiction. 


Isaiah 23:17 portrays Tyre, which was supposed to be desolate and ruined, as trading again with 
other nations, contradicting the notion that it would be a place where only fishnets are spread. 
This creates another problematic clash as even the potential for economic growth was negated in 
Ezekiel's prophecy. Furthermore, again historically, Tyre flourished, and the Tyrian shekel was 
widely used, which further contradicts the prophecy. 


Isaiah 23:18 portrays the merchandise of Tyre after its downfall as being dedicated to the L-RD. 
However, this prophecy was not fulfilled in history. Nebuchadnezzar did not gain control over 
Tyre and therefore could not direct any of its resources to be dedicated to the L-RD. 
Additionally, Tyre continued its pagan practices for many centuries, even after Alexander's 
conquest, contradicting the idea of its complete devotion to the L-RD as mentioned in the 
prophecy. 


An Authorship Dilemma 


You may find it surprising, but according to a rabbinic perspective, the book of Ezekiel was not 
actually written by the prophet himself. The Babylonian Talmud suggests that it was authored by 
scribes and sages who lived many centuries after Ezekiel. This viewpoint indicates a disconnect 
between the attributed author and the actual writers, raising the possibility that the book could be 
a forgery that was later transmitted as authentic. 


In the Babylonian Talmud (Bava Batra 15a), the Tannaim, who were sages during the Mishnaic 
period, discuss the authorship of various books, including the Scroll of Esther, Trei Asar (the 
Twelve Minor Prophets), Daniel, and Ezekiel. They suggest that these books were written by 
members of the Great Assembly, a group of sages believed to have lived after the time of 
Ezekiel. 


Rashi, a renowned rabbinic expert, offers an explanation as to why Ezekiel might not have 
personally written his prophecies. He proposes that due to the concept of: 
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(Prophecy should not be written outside of the Land of Israel) 


That this implies a prohibition on writing prophecies outside of the Land of Israel. Consequently, 
since Ezekiel was in the Babylonian exile, it is only then possible that these books were written 
by later scribes after their return to the Land of Israel. 


This raises significant questions about the authenticity of the entire Jewish body of authority, 
particularly in relation to the Great Assembly and the sages of the past. If the members of the 
Great Assembly essentially forged these prophecies, it calls into question their credibility and 
raises doubts about what else they might have fabricated. How could they accurately convey the 
words of Ezekiel, Daniel, and others when they lived centuries apart and never personally met 
them? Do they rely on an oral tradition similar to the Hadith system to trace the teachings from 
Ezekiel to the members of the Great Assembly? This critical information that requires further 
clarification and explanation given the perplexing nature of this problem. 


Furthermore, it is perplexing why the minor prophets who lived during the time of the Great 
Assembly, following Ezekiel, did not address the notion that these prophecies were false and that 
the work being circulated within the Jewish community was a forgery. It would be expected that 
they would have refuted such and set the record straight. The fact that this work (Ezekiel) was 
not burned or removed from Israelite literature raises questions. These uncertainties undermine 
the confidence in the transmission of the texts and demand more answers. 


Summarizing The Problem: 


As we have observed previously, numerous aspects of the prophecy in Ezekiel 26 did not come 
to pass. It is crucial to bear in mind that fulfilling only certain portions of a prophecy does not 
equate to fulfilling the prophecy in its entirety. The unfulfilled elements still indicate that the 
prophecy is invalid. In light of these historical events, what are the primary theological 
challenges that arise for both Jewish and Christian perspectives? 


For Christian and Jewish readers, I invite you to reflect on the following questions: 


1. 


How do we reconcile the unfulfilled prophecies and apparent contradictions between the 
divine content of two inspired prophets? 


Can we contemplate the concept of abrogation? Is it within the realm of possibility for 
the L-RD to modify or revoke His laws and decrees as He sees fit? After all, He is the 
one who initially established them. However, if He can abrogate one decree, then it 
follows logically that He could potentially abrogate all others as well. What implications 
would this have for the notion of an eternal covenant that was established based on a 
promise? 


If either of these prophets were false, what implications does it have for the integrity of 
the respective canons in Judaism and Christianity? How have the rabbis upheld these 
prophecies and books for centuries if they were by false prophets? Did the later prophets 
who came after Ezekiel not recognize him and his prophecies as false? 


According to the Torah there are two criteria by which one can know someone to be 
a false prophet: 


A) If they call to other L-RDs (Deuteronomy 13-1:3) 
B) If they prophesize and that prophecy turns out to be false (Deuteronomy 18:22) 


The punishment for a false prophet is death (Deuteronomy 18:20). 


In the Nevi’im, Ezekiel ironically warned others about the existence of false prophets who had 
not received a vision from L-RD, but instead fabricated their prophetic visions (Ezek. 13.1-3), 
stating that L-RD would be against them because they told lies and that they would exposed by 
the L-RD (Ezek. 13.8). 


Ezekiel 13:9, then goes on to state the L-RD saying: 


“..My hand will be against the prophets who envision futility and who divine lies; they shall 
not be in the assembly of My people, nor be written in the record of the house of Israel, nor 
shall they enter into the land of Israel. Then you shall know that Iam the L-RD L-RD....” 


The irony arises from the fact that Ezekiel's own false prophecy, which is recorded in the book of 
Ezekiel, is considered canonical and sacred. This raises significant implications for the authority 


and sacredness of scripture, not only within the Nevi'im but throughout the Tanakh. According to 
Jewish belief, Ezekiel was an inspired prophet of the L-RD, and his book is regarded as one of 
Nevi’im, from the writings of the Major Prophets, with numerous rabbis and sages writing 
commentaries on it. Passages from the book are sometimes even included in the weekly haftarah 
readings. 


The question then arises: Why was Ezekiel not punished or put to death for his false prophecy as 
he should have been according to Deuteronomy 18:20? Why was his book not rejected, burned, 
or erased from the writings of the Israelites as it should have been according to Ezekiel 13:9? If 
Ezekiel was not the one who wrote these prophecies but rather the Great Assembly, it raises the 
question of how they could have written on his behalf without ever meeting him. What else have 
they written in the absence of the attributed authors? How accurate are these writings, and how 
can we ensure they are not forgeries? Is there an isnad, or chain of transmission, from Ezekiel to 
the members of the Great Assembly who wrote the final redacted book to show this was 
authentic? Now how did this book that is controversial and containing a false prophecy come to 
hold such significance in both Jewish and Christian canons? These questions demand answers 
and have profound implications for the understanding of scripture and the role of prophecy 
within Jewish and Christian theology. 


3. Is it possible that scribes may have forged these prophecies, and if so, what does it mean 
for the claim of accurate oral transmission that is considered more reliable than written 
sources? If forgeries have gone undetected for so long, what does it imply about the 
authenticity of other texts and the knowledge of Jewish oral transmission? 


If the book of Ezekiel contains false prophecies that were intentionally forged by scribes or 
assembly members, it indeed raises concerns about the integrity of transmitting the L-RD's 
words and teachings. This uncertainty would cast doubt on the authenticity of the stories and 
teachings, making it challenging to distinguish between falsehood, partial truths, and genuine 
truths. 


Regarding the Jewish Oral tradition, one would expect it to contain information that exposes 
Ezekiel as a false prophet if he was indeed recognized as such by later prophets, especially 
considering the established criteria for identifying false prophets would have been known by the 
prophets. If this information was available and prophets transmitted his errors, one might wonder 
why this was the case. Why was the book of Ezekiel was not rejected or discarded by the Jewish 
community? 


In conclusion, the unfulfilled prophecies, and contradictions within the book of Ezekiel pose 
significant challenges for both Christian and Jewish readers. The concept of abrogation arises as 
a potential solution, but accepting such a solution could raises questions about the “eternal” 
covenant. 


The authenticity and integrity of the canons in Judaism and Christianity are called into question 
if Ezekiel and Isaiah, who are considered major prophets, were actually false prophets. This 
raises concerns about the criteria used to identify false prophets in the Old Testament and how 
these criteria were applied to their prophecies. The presence of a false prophecy within the 


canonical book of Ezekiel raises significant issues regarding the sacred status of scripture and its 
coexistence with the teachings of other prophets. The inclusion of the book in both Jewish and 
Christian canons, demands further clarification and understanding. 


If the prophecy of Ezekiel or Isaiah was indeed forged by scribes, it raises doubts about the 
reliability and authenticity of written sources, which in turn affects the credibility of other 
biblical texts. Considering this, it becomes crucial to understand the role of the oral tradition in 
exposing Ezekiel or Isaiah as a false prophet. It is reasonable to expect that information would 
have been passed down by the minor prophets who came after Ezekiel, making the Jewish people 
aware of his falsehood. The lack of such information being passed on is problematic. 


In light of these perplexing issues, we are confronted with a multitude of unanswered questions. 


It is my hope that further examination and study will contribute to shedding light on these 
matters 


The End Of The Document. 
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